[Epidemiology of athrotherombotic lower limb arterial disease].
Chronic occlusive arterial disease of the lower limbs is a common presentation of atherothrombotic disease. This systematic review of the literature analyses the natural history of this condition and the prevalence of asymptomatic lesions of other arterial localisations requiring specific treatment. The Medline database was researched and completed by a bibliography of the principal articles selected, Internet sites and their publication reviews and also the Cochrane database. The incidence of systemic complications has been assessed in many good quality epidemiological study. It increases with the severity of lower limb arterial disease, but in asymptomatic patients defined by a pathological systolic pressure index (< 0.90) the cardiovascular mortality is already 2% per year, the incidence of myocardial infarction 3% per year and that of cerebrovascular accidents 1 to 2% per year. The prevalence of asymptomatic lesions in other arterial sites is less well documented, the evaluations varying according to the population studied and criteria of significant lesions: 21 to 69% for coronary artery disease, 12 to 59% for carotid artery stenosis, 14 to 40% for renal artery stenosis and 6 to 14% for abdominal aortic aneurysms. Despite the uncertainty of these estimations, the prevalence of asymptomatic atherothrombotic lesions is high in all arterial networks and justifies the setting up of studies to assess the clinical benefits of their systematic diagnostic investigations.